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In His Steps
Follow Us in our Journey to Follow Him
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. I Peter 2:21
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650 Worth Street
Corry, PA 16407
PHONE:
(814) 665-2445
E-MAIL:
Office@corryfirst.org
WEBSITE:
www.corryfirst.church
OFFICE BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday – Friday
10:00am – 2:00pm
WORSHIP:
9:00 AM – Sunday School
10:00 AM – Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM – Coffee &
Fellowship
11:11 AM – Modern
Worship
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Wednesday:
5:00 PM -H20 Life Group
7:00 PM- Choir Rehearsal
Prayer Meeting
Friday:
7 – 10 PM – Friday Night
Flood
First Link
1st Sunday of the Month
8:30 – 9:30am – Breakfast
3rd Sunday of the Month
12:30 – 1:30pm – Lunch
(Schedule is subject to Change)

Into the Story: Christmas is known as "the most wonderful
time of the year." But it's so much more than just singing,
eating, and gifting. The first Christmas was the turning point in
the whole history of the world. That was when the author of
the story stepped down into his own story. The Creator of the
narrative steps in and takes on the lead role. The author
becomes the protagonist. Join us this December as we
experience God stepping into our story.
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When I was a kid, I loved the idea of stepping into the stories I was reading. I would imagine what I
would do in their situations. Sometimes I felt like I would act heroically, and sometimes I felt like I couldn’t do
anything remotely like what the hero in the story was able to do. My favorites to play this imagination game
with were C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, and the X-Men comic books. Both of them had a
wide variety of characters, and I could play out the ways I was alike and the ways I was different from each of
them.
But, unfortunately, I have never gotten the chance to live those stories myself. I have never magically
slipped into the pages of the book or into the panels of the comic book. Instead, I read as an interested
observer, never able to interact with the characters themselves.
Some people view God as working in a similar way to how we read books. He observes from afar, always
watching, but never interfering. They believe he created the stage then set the world in motion, leaving us to
our own devices. Just like an old-fashioned watchmaker would wind the watch for the first time and let the clock
mechanisms do its work, God started things moving, then stepped aside to observe.
But at Christmastime, we recognize a different reality. The author of the story has not just created the
characters and watched, but he has decided to step into the narrative. In Jesus, God the Son has entered the
world to interact with the men and women who are his own creations. What an amazing opportunity for us! We
actually get to meet the one who made us. Lucy never got to meet C.S. Lewis, and the superhero Cyclops never
got to meet Stan Lee. Macbeth never had the chance to meet Shakespeare. And yet we get to meet our creator.
Jesus did this for us because our stories matter to him. He wanted to reconcile us to himself, even if it
meant he had to pay the penalty for our sins. He wants his creations to know him, and he wants to spend
eternity with us.
In our worship services, we’re going to spend this Advent season exploring the ways that the author has
stepped into his story to become the central character. As you hear the Christmas carols and think of Christ’s
birth, remember that the author loves you!
In Christ,
Pastor Jonathan

My favorite night of the week is Wednesday – the night the teens and I have group Bible Study,
appropriately named ‘Life Group.’ There’s usually around 15 to 20 teens in attendance, making it a
much smaller (intentionally), more intimate get-together than Friday Night Flood. I love Life Group
because of the sense of ‘family’ or ‘community’ our group has gained over the years of being together.
I’m a huge believer in small group communities such as Life Group and the atmosphere that they
create. God created us to be beings that live in community with one another. Even God is a community
in and of Himself – 3 persons in one. Jesus created community
among his ‘small group’ of 12 disciples. Likewise, God designed us to
be people that ‘do’ life together – to share our struggles & victories, to
build each other up, and to pray for each other. We want to teach
teenagers the importance of being in community together – for life.
And although it can get a little crazy to sit down 20 teenagers and try
to ‘share life together’, it’s such an amazing time to hear them share
their highs and lows and ‘God moments’ from the week. And if you’re
thinking, ‘I wish I had a group like that…’ you’re in luck, because our
church just started a new evening small group a few weeks ago!
I think about this concept of ‘doing life together’ a lot in November because it’s a time that I always get
together with my family and spend a lot of extra time with them. As we gather with our families around
the table this November (although, let’s be real – if it’s anything like my family, it’ll be crazy), let’s be
extra grateful for them – and that we are called to share our lives with them and live in community with
one another. It might be messy, it might be crazy – but God calls us to it – and I like to think that He
specializes in messes. 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew
18:20
Celebrating community in Christ,
Sarah
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God wants us to engage with his Word. Each month we use SOAP, a method of hearing from God through
writing down what we are reading and hearing. The description is on the bookmark below. There is also a
reading plan involving one chapter a day. Ask Pastor Jonathan if you have any questions. Printed bookmarks are
available at the church, and you can find the reading list in the CorryFirst app.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

If we have missed your
Birthday or Anniversary
or there is a correction,
please let the church
office know.
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“Bring the whole tithe into

Barb Sproveri
Tina Freeman
Michele Hunt, Lucas Zimmerman
Ella Greenwalt
Danielle Newark
Tanner Murphy, James Morvay
Lee Curtis, Sarah Southworth
Amy Hromek
Derrick Stine
Diane Chitester, David Swarm
Andrew Carpenter, Katrina
Harrington
Pam Millspaw
Dick Lee, Gail McFarren, Russ
Mitchell
Ellie Saltsman
Neil Pognant
Tristan Heiser
Dawson Schwabenbauer, Alexia
Ploss

28
29
30
31

Megan Anderson, Thadd Graves
Holly Witmer
Matthew Leofsky
Jon Andrus, Marilyn Wood, Jim
Wood

04

Tom & Lois Labowski
George & Mary Valletti
Lee & Laurie Curtis
Kim & Sue Forrest
Gary & Linda Hajec

Anniversaries
06
13
26

the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house.

Attendance & Financial Giving for November

Test me in this,” says the
LORD Almighty, “and see if
I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing
that there will not be room

Average Attendance
10:00am Worship
11:11am Worship
Total Avg. Attendance
Sunday School

121
53
174
54

Monthly Giving
General Fund $ 17,874.97
(Avg. Needed for Nov.: $27,668)

enough to store it.”
Malachi 3:10

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

POINSETTIA ORDER
IN HONOR OF
__________________________________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF
__________________________________________________________________________________
GIVEN BY
__________________________________________________________________________
# OF POINSETTIAS ____________

AMOUNT PAID _______________

Last Day to Order: December 8th
Payment due upon ordering
Cost is $12/ plant …. Poinsettias will be red and wrapped with foil and a bow
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Christmas Eve Services: Join us for Christmas Eve worship at CorryFirst this year as we celebrate the author of
life stepping into the world. We will worship together at 6pm and at 11pm. In both services, we’ll spend our time
singing carols, lighting candles together, and sharing stories of the hope we see in the life and teaching of
Jesus. Childcare and nursery will be provided at the 6pm service. You can also stream the 6pm service on our
website.
Small Group Discipleship: Mike and Vicki Pasterik are hosting a small group in their home on Thursday
evenings from 6:00 - 7:30 pm, for anyone interested in delving deeper into the Sunday message. They will be
facilitating a discussion of the scripture referenced in the sermon using an inductive Bible study method. The
Pasteriks live at 1456 Sample Flats Road, Columbus Twp. For more information, contact Vicki at 814-462-5192
or the church office.
Salvation Army Angel Tree Gifts: Would you like to share the joy of Christmas with a child in our community
that may not receive gifts otherwise? We are participating in the Angel Tree Program once again this year. There
are tags with names, ages, and their wish list available in the lobby Gifts need to be back to the church no later
than December 13. Please DO NOT wrap your gifts – Thank you!
United Methodist Women’s December Meeting: The UMW will be meeting on Tuesday, December 10 at 1pm
at Gigi’s Restaurant, for lunch instead of an evening meeting. All ladies of the church are welcome to attend.
Peru Interest Meeting: Our church will be taking a mission team to Peru in June of next year to work in God's
Kingdom that is growing there. If you are interested in learning more and possibly being a part of the team, come
to the church Tuesday, Dec. 10, 6:00-7:00 pm. We will give more details and talk about the focus of the team.
Mike and Vicki Pasterik, who are missionaries with One Mission Society and regularly attend our 11:11 service,
will be sharing at the meeting.
Decorating for the Advent Season: On Monday, December 2 at 9 am, we are looking for volunteers to help
decorate the church. Come help decorate, fellowship, and enjoy coffee and donuts! Any questions, please contact
Candy Wells or the church office.
Holiday Cheer: A few of the members of our congregation will be getting together to make holiday decorations.
They are asking for donations of all types of empty paper rolls. A collection box will be available in the main
lobby. If you have any questions, please contact Greta Scott (814-462-0850) or the church office.
Poinsettia Orders: We are taking orders for Christmas Poinsettias. If you would like to place an order, forms will
be available in today’s bulletin or in the church lobby. Orders can be turned in to the office or placed in the Sunday
worship offering plate by December 8. Cost: $12.
Corry First App: We want to help you stay in touch with the things that are happening here at Corry First, so we
have created a smartphone app! You can download it to get all the latest news of the church, find resources like
our SOAP daily Bible readings, send us your prayer requests, and register for events. Text CORRYFIRST APP to
77977, or search for CorryFirst on the App Store or Google Play Store to download it today.
First Link: If you are relatively new to the church, we want to help you connect with God and with what he is
doing through Corry First, whatever your next step might be. This one-hour session includes a meal and time to
connect with Christ, with others in the church, and with God's plan for your life. The next events will be held on
Sunday, December 8. You can come to either breakfast (8:30 am) or lunch (12:30 pm). Hope to see you there!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

3

9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional
Worship
11:11 AM-Modern
Worship
1:15 PM-Bell Choir
Rehearsal

9:00 AMChristmas
Decorating

6:30 PM-Boy Scouts Pack 79
Mtg.
6:30 PM-Festival Dress
Rehearsal

8

9

8:30 AM-First Link
Breakfast 9:00 AMSunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional
Worship
11:11 AM-Modern
Worship
3:00 PM-Community
Christmas Fest
12:30 PM-First Link Lunch

15

16

9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional
Worship
11:11 AM-Modern
Worship

22

23

9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional
Worship
11:11 AM-Modern
Worship
3:00 PM-Piano Recital

29
9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional
Worship
11:11 AM-Modern
Worship

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

5:00 PM-Life Group
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM-Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Friday Night Flood

10:00 AM-Stampin' Up

10

11

12

13

14

12:00 PM-UMW Meeting
6:00 PM – Peru Interest
Meeting
6:30 PM-Boy Scouts Pack 79
Mtg.
7:00 PM-Admin Council
Meeting

5:00 PM-Life Group
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM-Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Friday Night Flood

17

18

19

20

6:30 PM-Boy Scouts Pack 79
Mtg.
7:00 PM-Trustees Meeting

5 - 8 PM-Life Group
at Nancy Dingfelder’s
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM-Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Friday Night Flood

24
OFFICE OPEN
9-12

25

26

27

6:00 PM-Christmas Eve
Service
11:00 PM- Christmas Eve
Service

30

Wednesday
4

31
OFFICE OPEN
9-12
.

OFFICE CLOSED

21

28

Missions Support
Missions Conference Giving: Thank you to everyone who committed to give weekly, monthly, or a one-time gift to help people “to know Christ and
make him known to all!” You have committed a total so far of $14,750. That will help spread God’s amazing grace. However, we are still short of last
year’s level of support ($24,685). This would mean we would have to cut back the amount we can financially give to some of the missionaries and ministries
we have been supporting. But you can still give by marking Missions on your envelope or in your online electronic giving. If you would like to make a
pledge so we can plan our support of these vital ministries, please let us know. This pledge is between you and God. We will not be sending reminders to
you, and if things change in the coming year, we trust that you and God will work out what needs to happen with your pledge. One way you can give is by
setting up automatic recurring giving through the CorryFirst app or website. It is very easy to do, and that will ensure that your gift reaches the mission
fields, even if you don’t think about sending it one month. You can find a pledge card in the church lobby. If you would prefer, you can just tell the office
your pledge to be recorded. Thank you for giving to God’s work in the world!

Continue to pray for those that we support though out the month of December:
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