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Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus! 
 

We are in an unprecedented time in the life of 
Corry First United Methodist Church. In order to 
minimize the spread of COVID-19 and prevent 
the healthcare system from being overwhelmed, 
we have been meeting solely online for the last 
three months. I am pleased to announce that we 
will resume in-person worship services this 
coming weekend, Sunday, June 21. We will have both our 10:00 and 11:11 worship 
services in the building. We will also continue to livestream both services at 
www.CorryFirst.church and on the church app. We encourage you to participate 
whichever way you decide is better for you, whether in the building or online.  
  

We will continue to abide by CDC and state 
guidelines. We love all people, and want to protect 
those in our church and in our community who are 
most vulnerable. For that reason, please wear a 
mask when coming to the church building. Masks are 
not to protect yourself but to protect those around 
you. Since the virus is contagious before a person 
knows they are sick, wearing a mask protects others, 

in case any of us might be sick without yet knowing it. While we understand that not 
everyone is able to wear a mask, please use one if you are able. This is one way we can 
demonstrate our love for our neighbors, by our 
willingness to put the safety of others ahead of our 
personal preferences.  
 

We will practice social distancing by remaining 6 
feet from those who are not living in the same 
household. Please take this into consideration as 
you take your seat.  
 



 

 

Unfortunately, studies have shown that singing is a significant risk factor. When we sing, 
we breathe in deeper and project our breath farther than when we talk. A spokesperson 
for the CDC called this a double-whammy when it comes to disease transmission. 
Therefore, group singing is advised against at this time. However, because our hearts 
powerfully connect to God through music, we invite you to hum or sing in your heart as 
we contemplate the words to the hymns and songs during worship.  
 

For the time being, we will not have Sunday school, nursery, children’s church, or the 
between-service fellowship time. Our Relaunch Team and Administrative Council will 
continue to monitor the situation and make decisions regarding those and other events. 
Here are some additional changes we are instituting for everyone’s safety: 
 

 Enter and exit the building on the side where the worship service you attend is 
being held. For the 10:00 service in the sanctuary, use the doors under the drive-
thru portico. For the 11:11 service, use the Family Life Center entrance. 

 We will dismiss row by row at the end of the service to allow for social distancing. 
 If you are sick at all or have a fever of 100 degrees or more, stay home so as not 

to chance passing any illness to others. 
 If you are elderly or have underlying health conditions or risk factors, we 

encourage you to take special care in deciding whether to attend in person. If 
staying home is the safest choice for you, we encourage you to feel free to stay 
home for your own health. There are no bonus points for attending in person! If 
you are not able to watch the services online, we encourage you to call the 
church office so we can find a way to connect you with worship. 

 

While we are excited to be back together, we recognize that we do so facing changes 
and limitations. We are all experiencing a sense of loss because we are not returning in 
the same way we used to gather. But we still serve the same God, who is unchanging 
and faithful to his people and to his promises. Jesus is still on the throne, and the Church 
is still his body. We are not a building or a place; we are the people of God. I will see you 
in worship this weekend, whether in person or online! 
      In Christ, 
 


