October 2020
Monthly Newsletter of
Corry First Church

Corry First UMC
Pastor Jonathan Fehl
Lead Pastor

In His Steps
Follow Us in our Journey to Follow Him
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. I Peter 2:21
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OFFICE BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm

For Such a Time as This:
Ministry in Uncertain Days

WORSHIP:
9:00 AM – Sunday School
10:00 AM – Traditional
Worship
11:11 AM – Modern
Worship
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Wednesday:
3:30 PM – Youth Band
5:00 PM - H20 Life Group
7:00 PM- Prayer Meeting
Friday:
6 – 10 PM – Friday Night
Flood
(Schedule is subject to Change)

"These days it seems like everything is up in the air,
changing moment by moment. The missionaries we
support who are serving in God's Kingdom are
experiencing many of those same challenges. Come
hear from some of them during Missions Conference, as
they will share the ways their ministries are continuing to
make an impact in the world by God's grace."

Pastor’s Page
One of my favorite images in the Bible comes from the prophet Ezekiel. Ezekiel is giving God's word to Israel
about their need to repent and the punishment that they will go through because of their sin. Then he
transitions to the Lord's words about the grace and restoration that will follow the time of punishment through
exile. The Lord says, "For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you
back into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your
impurities and from all your Idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you
your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh” (Ezekiel 36: 24-26).
This promise of God removing our hearts of stone and replacing them
with hearts of flesh resonates with me. Maybe you know the feeling, like
I do, of your heart being stone. When we get hurt by other people, often
our hearts get hardened. When we fall into repeated or habitual sin, our
hearts become hard. When we become self-righteous, rather than reliant
on God's grace, our hearts become stone. There are many things that can
make our hearts rigid as rock: the actions of other people, our own
actions, or our own thoughts.
But God promises to remove those hearts of stone and give us a new
heart with a new spirit. A heart of flesh is one that is open to God's
words, even when they challenge us or are not what we want to hear. A heart of flesh is one that is willing to
hear what an enemy has to say, because we know they are people made in the image of God. A tender heart is
one that is moved by the pain of others or by their areas of need. A soft heart is one that is willing to admit that
it has done wrong and to ask for forgiveness, both from God and from the person who was wronged.
When we became followers of Jesus, he did this for us. As verse 25 says, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
you will be clean.” He is talking about the waters of baptism. You were made clean in your baptism, and in the
same way, you have been given a new heart. We continue to choose to live into that reality by what we do and
what we think. Your choices today about how you will treat those you disagree with, or those who have
wronged you, or your attitude toward God, will point you in a direction. And if you continue to walk in that
direction, that will determine where you will be next week, next year, or 20 years from now. Choose today to
allow the Lord to remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
In Christ,
Pastor Jonathan
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H20 Youth News…
Friday Night Flood is in full swing for the fall and we’ve been so excited to get back to ministering to teenagers in
the community every Friday night. We’ve had more than ten brand new students over the last few weeks who
are now coming regularly, and we’ve already seen some amazing things that prove God is at work. Students are
asking questions, receiving their own Bibles for the first time, connecting with peers, and hearing about the
truth and love of the gospel of Jesus. We’re so thankful for your support and we certainly covet your prayers as
our team continues to adapt and minister in 2020!
This year has been pretty tough for everyone, including the teens of our community. We’ve started a new
teaching series for October called ‘A Series of Unfortunate
Events’, all about the life of Joseph. Joseph’s story, found in the
latter half of the book of Genesis, has always been intriguing to
me. Maybe it’s because he had a fancy coat (and I like fancy
coats!) or because he was a bit of a tattle tale (and I may have
done my fair share of that as the oldest sibling), but among all
the characters of the Bible, his life in particular has always stood
out to me. The thing that I find most interesting about Joseph’s
life – which was filled with pain, heartache, and many, many unfortunate events – was that Joseph was faithful
to God until the end. He’s actually one of the very few people that we read about in the Bible who didn’t have a
rap sheet. He was faithful to God at every turn of his life, and yet, his life was filled with pain and suffering,
slavery and imprisonment. But even in the middle of the ‘unfair’ hand he’d been dealt, he trusted God even
when things looked bleak, and he believed that maybe something good could still come from an unfortunate set
of circumstances.
As we finish out the last quarter of 2020, I think we can learn a lot from the story of Joseph. No matter what this
year has been like for you and your family (and I’m sure it’s been nothing short of tough), we can still dare to
believe that God has a plan. We can still choose to believe that God has a purpose in the pain. We can still
believe that God is good, even when life is not. After all that Joseph went through, he still believed this. At the
end of life he forgave his brothers (who sold him into slavery), and said, “You intended to harm me, but God
intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people” (Gen. 50:20).
We’re teaching students that God has a good plan. We can trust Him, even in this season.
Blessings,
Sarah & H20 Student Ministries

Attendance & Financial Giving for September
Average Attendance
Monthly Giving
10:00am Worship
78
General Fund
$ 16,020
11:11am Worship
55
Total Avg. Attendance 133
(Budgeted Monthly Expenditures : $28,353)
Sunday School
23
- Actual Expenditures for September: $21,001

Month of October Birthdays

Month of October Anniversaries

02 Samuel Fehl
03 Doug Austin, Sue Forrest
04 Luetta Jones
05 Abbie Forgus, Kevin Hatley
06 Dan Fairchild
08 Kurtis Amy, Roy Mitchell
10 Joan Fairchild, Julie Ruth
13 Winnie Costello
14 Kim Forrest, Nathan Sigrist
15 Robert Bedow, Elmer Wittmer
17 Tristan Whaley
18 Owen Hromek
20 Daniel Chitester
21 Holly Middleton, Jake Royek
23 Steve Nichols
24 Heather Spronatti, Dick Root, Isabelle
Whaley
25 Joshua Frodelius, Trenton Miles
26 Tiffany Miscik
28 Isabella Kellogg
30 Jozlyn Burns, Myla Curtis, Nate Heiser

01
02
03
09
11
12
18
22
24

Adam & Miranda Zimmerman
Dennis & Donna Miles
Eric & Kristi Fairchild
Ron & Becky Costello
Daniel & Diane Chitester
Cosimo & Maxine Pellican
Ray & Betty Mosher
Dave & Nancy Mitchell
Bill & Jan Butler
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5 ofis9calling us as a congregation to increase our engagement with his Word. Each
month we will use SOAP, a method of hearing from God through writing down what
we are reading and hearing. The description is on the bookmark below. There is also
a reading plan involving one chapter a day. Ask Pastor Jonathan if you have any
questions. Printed bookmarks are available at the church.

Library News….
In a short few weeks, our library will have a new supply of books available for you to check out.
With gracious memorials coming in in memory of Ruby Nelson, long time librarian of Corry First, the following
books will be available:
Moonlighters Series by Terri Blackstock
Second Chance Series by Terri Blackstock
Sun Cost Chronicles Series by Terri Blackstock
Line of Duty by Terri Blackstock
The Daughters of the Mayflower Series by various authors
The Stone Wall by Beverly Lewis
Subversive Sabbath: The Surprising Power of Rest in a Nonstop World by A.J. Swoboda
Can You Be Gay and Christian? Responding with Love & Truth by Michael L. Brown
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions by Gregory Koukl
Someone Like You by Karen Kingsbury
Change of Affection: A Gay Man’s Incredible Story of Redemption by Beckett Cook
We would like to thank Lisa Fairchild and the members of the Library Committee for their time and efforts over
the past few years in keeping our library active. Lisa will soon be stepping down from her position as the head
librarian and we will be looking for someone to take over that position. If anyone is interested, please contact Lisa
Fairchild or call the church office.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Never worry about money again with Financial Peace
University! It’s the proven plan to help you master budgeting,
beat debt, and live the life of your dreams. Through nine
lessons rooted in biblical wisdom, you’ll learn from Dave
Ramsey and his team of financial experts. And now, you can
try Financial Peace free for 14 days! Visit
http://fpu.com/1127104 to sign up and learn more. Class
starts Today!
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For Such a Time as This:
Ministry in Uncertain Days

…. How is God calling you to help?
Our Goal is $25,000 for Missions Support

)

)

NOTE: We have a collection box available in the main lobby for your
convenience to drop off your donation.

October 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

4

5

9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional Worship
11:11 AM-Modern Worship

7:00 PM-Men's Bible
Study

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional Worship
11:11 AM-Modern Worship

7:00 PM-Men's Bible
Study

7:00 PM-Administrative
Council

5:00 PM-Life Group
6:30 PM-Worship
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting Committee Meeting

5:00 PM-Life Group
7:00 PM-Finance Meeting
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting

Friday

Saturday

2

3

6:00 PM-Friday Night
Flood

8:00 AM-UMC Annual
Conf. Zoom Mtg

9

10

6:00 PM-Friday Night
Flood

15

16

17

6:00 PM-Friday Night
Flood

Mission Conference Week October 11 - 18
18
9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional Worship
11:11 AM-Modern Worship

19

20

7:00 PM-Men's Bible
Study

21

22

5:00 PM-Life Group
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting

25

26

27

28

8:15 AM-Missions Committee Mtg
9:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Traditional Worship
11:11 AM-Modern Worship

6:00 PM-Safety Team
Meeting
7:00 PM-Men's Bible
Study

7:00 PM-Trustees
Meeting

5:00 PM-Life Group
7:00 PM-Prayer Meeting

23

24

6:00 PM-Friday Night
Flood

29

30

31

6:00 PM-Friday Night
Flood

8:00 AM-District Lay
Leaders Mtg

